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Reinforced Grass Path (Full Tray Excavation) 
Standard Detail Drawing nr: SD/RGP/02 

 

This standard detail is indicative only and not intended to be relied upon in specific site cases. A designer should satisfy themselves of site conditions and vary 
details and dimensions to suit. Paths for All accept no liability for any inaccuracies or for any loss, expense, damage or injury or accident arising from the use or 
application of information contained here in. 

Construction notes: 
1. Stripped turfs and excavated soil to be cast and spread locally on site. 
2. Formation level to be treated with approved residual herbicide. 
3. Soft spots to be excavated and filled with DTp Type 3 granular sub base. 
4. If required, bedding layer to be supported with geotextile sheet on top of path sub base. 
5. Cellular gravel retention system to be proprietary HDPE product suitable for type of traffic intending to use the path. The system to be filled with clean friable 

topsoil, 60:40 root zone or blended loam and seeded with approved manufacturers grass seed mixture at sowing rate of 45grams per square metre (m²). 
6. This drawing should be read in conjunction with specification details SPEC/RGP/02. Granular sub base to be produced according to SHW Clause 805. 
 

1500 – 3000mm 

Path surface: hand laid proprietary interlocking HDPE cellular 
paving filled with clean friable topsoil, 60:40 root zone or blended 
loam and seeded with grass mixture on top of 100mm depth 60:40 
root zone bedding layer 

Path surface at edge 
level with ground Original ground level 

Geotextile sheet 
(Install geogrid on top of geotextile 
sheet if formation level is soft) 

Maximum tray excavation depth: 300mm 

Path base: Minimum 150mm depth DTp Type 3 granular sub base 
(surface regularity – maximum 10mm). Optional sub base: 4/40 or 4/20 
granular sub base blinded with 2/6.3mm graded aggregate 
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hese specification details should be read in conjunction w

ith standard detail draw
ing 

S
D
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G

P
/02 – R

einforced G
rass P

ath (F
ull T

ray E
xcavation). 
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pecification D
etails

 
 S

ub base 
layer 

O
pen D

T
p T

ype 3 granular sub base 
O

ptional sub base: 4/40 or 4/20 close graded granular sub 
base blinded w

ith 2/6.3 graded aggregate 

B
edding 

layer 
100m

m
 60:40 root zone 

S
urface layer

 

P
roprietary interlocking H

D
P

E
 cellular paving sections, clean 

friable topsoil or 60:40 root zone or blended loam
, grass seed 

m
ixture w

ith high proportion of perennial rye grass sow
n at 

rate of 45 gram
s per square m

etre (m
²) 

G
eotextile 

(If required) 
A

utow
ay 120 or alternative equivalent product grade (T

erram
 

2000, Lotrak 16/15) 

G
eogrid 

(If required) 
A

uto G
rid 

 C
onstruction S

pecification D
etails

 
 F

orm
ation tray excavation 

• 
E

xcavate the ground to expose sub soil and grade out irregularities to form
 

1.5m
etre w

ide form
ation tray to m

axim
um

 depth of 300m
m

 below
 ground 

levels. 
• 

F
orm

ation tray should be rectangular in section w
ith vertical sides and 

level base. T
reat form

ation level w
ith approved residual herbicide. 

• 
S

tripped vegetation and excavated topsoil to be cast and spread locally on 
site, either side of form

ation tray, and landscaped into existing ground 
levels. If space is lim

ited, cart excess m
aterials to suitable location on site 

for spreading and landscaping. 
• 

If soft spots are present, excavate the area below
 form

ation level until the 
sub grade is stable. B

ack fill w
ith D

T
p T

ype 3 granular sub base to 
form

ation level and com
pact to refusal. 

 G
eotextile sheet installation (including geogrid if

 required) 
• 

Lay and secure geotextile sheet in form
ation tray. G

eotextile sheet should 
line the base and both sides. O

verlap joining sheets by 1.0m
etre. 

• 
Lay and secure geogrid on top of geotextile sheet. G

eogrid should not 
protrude up the sides of the form

ation tray. O
verlap joining sheets by 

1.0m
etre. 

 S
ub base layer 

• 
U

sing a drag box lay 150m
m

 depth of D
T

p T
ype 3 granular sub base upon 

the geotextile sheet in the form
ation tray to form

 a uniform
 even level 

surface for the bedding layer to be installed upon. If no drag box is 
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available, D
T

p T
ype 3 granular sub base should be laid, spread and raked 

to form
 a uniform

 even level surface using asphalt rake. 
• 

C
om

pact sub base layer thoroughly to refusal using a heavy ride-on 
tandem

 vibrating roller until full com
paction is achieved (m

inim
um

 120 type 
roller recom

m
ended). 

• 
O

nce sub base layer is com
pacted, check levels of the surface at regular 

intervals along the com
pacted sub base layer for consistent even surface 

regularity, w
hich should be accurate to m

axim
um

 gap of 15m
m

 under a 
3.0m

etere long straight edge, w
ith no high or low

 points or hollow
s. 

• 
A

ny part of the sub base layer deviating from
 the required level m

ust be 
raked off or topped up w

ith additional D
T

p T
ype 3 granular sub base and 

re-com
pacted to the correct levels. 

 G
eotextile sheet installation 

• 
Lay and secure geotextile sheet on top of com

pacted sub base layer to 
support the bedding layer and to avoid filling in the open voids in the 
surface of sub base layer w

ith root zone m
aterial. O

verlap joining sheets 
by 1.0m

etre. 
 B

edding layer 
• 

Lay and screed 100m
m

 depth of 60:40 root zone upon the geotextile sheet 
on the com

pacted sub base layer to form
 a uniform

 even level surface for 
laying the interlocking plastic cellular paving upon. 

• 
D

o not com
pact the bedding layer as the base of the cellular paving needs 

to bed into the bedding layer, so som
e ‘give’ in the root zone is required. 

• 
C

heck levels of the surface at regular intervals along the bedding layer for 
consistent even surface regularity, w

hich should be accurate to m
axim

um
 

gap of 5m
m

 under a 3.0m
etere long straight edge, w

ith no high or low
 

points or hollow
s. 

• 
A

ny part of the bedding layer deviating from
 the required level m

ust be 
regulated w

ith additional 60:40 root zone and re-screeded to the correct 
levels. 

 S
urface layer – laying the proprietary interlocking

 H
D

P
E

 cellular paving
 

sections
 

• 
S

et out tw
o taut string lines, 1.5m

etres apart, against the bedding layer 
edges on either side of path to act as an alignm

ent guide for installing the 
interlocking H

D
P

E
 cellular paving sections onto the bedding layer. 

• 
S

tarting at the beginning of the bedding layer, in the right hand corner, 
align the first paving sections grooved edge to the taut string line. T

he tw
o 

interlocking tab edges of the paving section w
ill point forw

ards and to the 
left. A

lternatively, if starting from
 the left hand corner, the tw

o interlocking 
tab edges w

ould point forw
ards and to the right. 

• 
O

ffer up the next paving section in sam
e orientation as the first section so 

that grooves fit over interlocking tabs on previous paving section, then 
low

er the paving section into position on bedding layer, apply pressure 
w

ith foot to com
plete connection. C

heck all tabs have locked into the 
grooves. A

lso m
ake sure the paving section lies flat on the bedding layer. 

• 
C

ontinue laying paving sections in row
s in a forw

ard direction and to the 
left tow

ards the left hand spring line, stand on the laid paving w
hen laying 

the next row
 of paving sections. C

ontinue laying paving sections in this 
m

anner until the path area to be paved is com
pleted. 
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• 
T

here is no need to pin paving sections to the bedding layer, unless the 
path is being built on a steep gradient, the open base w

ill grip into the 
bedding layer providing good anchorage. If the paving is to be installed on 
a steep gradient, use anchor pins to securely fix the paving to the bedding 
layer. 

• 
F

or fitting paving sections at bends, corners etc. the paving sections can 
be easily cut in-situ using a pow

er cut-off saw
 – lay the paving beyond the 

area to be cut, set up a taut string line to establish the intended cutting line 
and align a straightedge w

ith the string line to give a firm
 cutting guide 

edge, then cut straight through the paving sections using the cut-off saw
 to 

give a neat and reasonably straight edge. C
ut paving sections should be 

nailed dow
n using m

anufacturer’s pins. 
• 

O
nce the paved surface layer is laid and any cutting required com

pleted, 
the entire area should be com

pacted using a m
edium

 w
eight w

alk-behind 
vibrating roller or w

hacker com
paction plate, to bed the paving into the 

bedding layer. 
 S

urface layer – filling the proprietary interlockin
g H

D
P

E
 cellular paving

 
sections

 
• 

F
ill cellular paved surface layer w

ith either clean friable topsoil or 60:40 
root zone or blended loam

 to the top edges of each cell. 
• 

S
crape off any overfill to expose the top edges of all cells. 

• 
A

llow
 the topsoil or root zone or loam

 fill to settle in the cells. D
o not top 

them
 up w

ith any m
ore m

aterial – the space w
ill perm

it grass grow
th and 

w
ill protect grass grow

th points from
 direct im

pact from
 traffic above. 

 S
urface layer – seeding the proprietary interlockin

g H
D

P
E

 cellular 
paving

 sections
 

• 
B

efore applying grass seed lightly w
ater the infilled cellular paved surface 

layer to provide a m
oist seedbed. 

• 
A

pply grass seed at sow
ing rate of 45 gram

s per square m
etre (m

²) to the 
infilled cellular paved surface layer by hand broadcasting the seed over 
the entire area. 

• 
R

egularly w
ater the entire cellular paved surface layer until grass is w

ell 
established. 

 Landscaping 
• 

E
xposed geotextile sheet edges either side of path should be covered over 

w
ith a 150m

m
 depth of topsoil. T

he topsoil should be landscaped level 
w

ith finished path surface. 
• 

T
he finished path surface should be level w

ith the ground on either side of 
path to allow

 surface w
ater to run off onto adjacent ground. 


